Ceropegia L. with more than 200 species is distributed in tropical and subtropical regions of the world. Maximum diversity of Ceropegia occurs in southeastern Asia, India, Madagascar, tropical Arabia, South Africa, and Kenya (Meve 2002) . The genus is represented by 53 species, two subspecies, and six varieties in India, of which 41 taxa are endemic to India. A majority of the species are under threat as per Kambale & Yadav (2019) .
Ceropegia mahabalei Hemadri & Ansari is one of the endemic and rare species of Maharashtra and so far known from only a few localities. It was described from Ralegaon Shinde and Bhivade Khurd, the villages nearby Junnar (Pune District) by Hemadri & Ansari (1971) . After type collection it has been frequently collected from type locality by botanists and amateurs for their studies and interests. Malpure et al. (2006) mentioned its occurrence from Kasara Ghat (Thane District). Pethe & Tillu (2016) collected this species from Ramshej fort (Nashik District). A new variety of Ceropegia mahabalei was described by Rahangdale & Rahangdale (2012) but has been merged under Ceropegia oculata Hook. by Kambale & Yadav (2015) .
During botanical explorations of the higher ranges of Western Ghats in Maharashtra and Gujarat, the senior author collected some interesting specimens in vegetative stage from Salher (Nashik District) and Chichali Ghat (Dang District, Gujarat). When they flowered in the botanical garden of HPT Arts & RYK Science College, Nashik they were confirmed as Ceropegia mahabalei.
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